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Action Plan

Achieving gender equality in all spheres of society

The Ministers of the States participating in the 6th European Ministerial Conference on

Equality between Women and Men, (Stockholm, 8-9 June 2006):

- Stressing the importance of the Council of Europe activities during the last thirty years to promote and protect the women’s human rights and to combat any direct or indirect gender based discrimination;

- Affirming that the Council of Europe has a crucial role to play in promoting gender equality in its member states and a pioneer role to play in achieving gender equality in all spheres of society;

- Welcoming the Declaration and Action Plan adopted during the 3rd Summit of the Council of Europe (Warsaw, 16-17 May 2005) where Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe Member States:
• stressed that equal participation of both women and men is a crucial element of democracy and confirmed their commitment to achieving real equality between women and men in all spheres of society;

• confirmed their commitment to strengthening gender mainstreaming in national policies;

• reaffirmed their commitment to eradicating violence against women, including domestic

violence;

• firmly condemned trafficking in human beings;

- Convinced that in order to achieve gender equality, it is necessary to eliminate traditional stereotyped attitudes ;

- Considering that de facto gender equality can only be achieved through the economic

empowerment of women and that the adoption of specific gender equality policies and measures and an efficient use of gender mainstreaming, including gender budgeting and of tools like gender analysis and sex-disaggregated data could lead to a fairer distribution of resources between

women and men;

- Agree that the Council of Europe activities in the forthcoming years should be focused on the promotion of de facto gender equality as a fundamental criterion of democracy and on the protection of women and men against threats to their dignity and integrity;

- Agree on the following Action Plan for achieving gender equality in all spheres of society, and

- request the Council of Europe's Steering Committee for Equality between Women and

Men (CDEG) to implement this Action Plan in co-operation and/or close consultation

with other bodies of the Organisation as well as with other international governmental

and non-governmental organisations, and

- request the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe to make all appropriate

arrangements for implementation of this Action Plan by the CDEG by allocating it

adequate resources.

I. Gender equality for a functioning democracy

In order to promote the adoption and implementation of common gender equality standards, the setting up of mechanisms for gender equality, the use of specific gender equality policies and an efficient use of gender mainstreaming including gender budgeting and of gender equality tools like gender analysis and sex-disaggregated data, as well as a balanced participation of women and men in politics and decision making in all spheres of society, including in the economic field and in the prevention and resolution of conflicts, the CDEG should carry out the following activities:

1. Gender equality standards and mechanisms

a. continue its standard-setting work on gender equality standards and mechanisms and

disseminate them throughout member states;

b. undertake follow-up activities with a view to promoting the implementation of these common gender equality standards and mechanisms in member states;

c. monitor the implementation of these common gender equality standards and mechanisms in member states;

d. analyse and monitor the development of national gender equality legislation, national action plans and national institutional mechanisms for gender equality in member states with a view to adopting and implementing common pan-European objectives in this field.

2. Gender mainstreaming, including gender budgeting and gender equality tools

(eg gender analysis, sex-disaggregated data )

a. develop measures and methods to consolidate the use of the strategy of gender

mainstreaming in the different fields of action, including the possibility to provide it with a legal basis;

b. step up its work to promote the effective implementation of the gender mainstreaming

strategy in member states and develop methods and tools which could be of assistance for

member states to achieve its implementation;

c. monitor the implementation of the gender mainstreaming strategy in the different fields of action;

d. continue its standard-setting work on gender mainstreaming in education;

e. develop measures which could be of assistance to member states in ensuring the systematic collection of sex-disaggregated data in all fields;

f. carry out research to provide member states with the necessary indicators and tools for the introduction of a gender perspective in the different policies and to carry out a gender

analysis of the different policy measures in order to assess their contribution to the

achievement of gender equality;

g. draw up guidelines for introducing a gender perspective in the budgetary processes (gender budgeting) of member states and continue to collect initiatives carried out by member states in this field;

h. promote the dissemination of information on gender budgeting among the different actors involved in the preparation, adoption and implementation of public budgets, including the Council of Europe’s budget;

i. continue its action to promote and develop the use of the strategy of gender mainstreaming in all programmes and activities within the Council of Europe, and in this context develop and/or undertake activities in co-operation with other Council of Europe steering committees and bodies in the different policy fields.

3. Balanced participation of women and men in decision making in all spheres of

society

a. continue its follow-up activities to Recommendation Rec(2003)3 on balanced participation of women and men in political and public decision making with a view to promoting implementation of common standards throughout member states and monitoring implementation of the Recommendation in member states;
b. collect and disseminate sex-disaggregated data for monitoring and evaluating the balanced participation of women and men in decision-making in member states;

c. continue its standard-setting work on the role of women and men in conflict prevention and resolution and in peace building and undertake follow-up activities with a view to promoting the implementation of common standards throughout member states;

d. develop new activities focused on the role of men in the achievement of de facto gender equality;

e. develop new activities aimed at encouraging women and men to share equally the

responsibilities and benefits of paid and unpaid work and in particular home and family

responsibilities;

f. carry out research on the economic situation of women in Council of Europe member states;

g. draw up guidelines to assist member states in taking the necessary measures to promote the economic empowerment of women.

II. Protection of women and men against threats to their dignity and integrity

In order to prevent trafficking in human beings and violence against women and men, to

protect the human rights of their victims and to prosecute the traffickers and the perpetrators of violence, the CDEG should carry out the following activities:

1. Action against trafficking in human beings

a. develop activities aimed at promoting the signature and ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings by member and non member states in order that it may enter into force rapidly;
b. step up its assistance activities in the field of combating trafficking in human beings, in

particular to assist member states to adapt their national laws and procedures to the standards contained in the Convention;

c. undertake any initiatives which might prove necessary in the context of the Council of Europe Campaign on Action Against Trafficking in Human Beings.
2. Protection of women and men against violence

a. continue monitoring the implementation of Recommendation Rec(2002)5 on the protection of women against violence in member states, using the adopted indicators;
b. step up assistance activities to implement specific aspects of the recommendation, in

particular violence against women and men occurring in the family or domestic unit;

c. undertake any initiatives which might prove necessary to support and contribute to the work of the Council of Europe’s new Task Force to Combat Violence against Women, including Domestic Violence;

d. undertake any initiatives which might prove necessary in the context of the Council of Europe Campaign to Combat Violence against Women, including Domestic Violence.
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